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“Warhol Appassionata is a three-movement work running about sixteen minutes. It was composed
for the Verdehr Trio and named for its premiere performance at the Andy Warhol Exhibit, National
Gallery, Washington D.C.
When the opportunity arose to compose this new work, I sought out and poured over as many
Warhol works as I could find–museums, catalogs, books, films, etc.–works I had already known
and works that were new to me. My aim was to determine where the strongest musical connection
was, and which works or portraits ‘spoke’ the best to me. I found myself returning to the Beethoven
portraits, I think, for several reasons–and not just the obvious composer reference. The Beethoven
portraits are not only some of the only classical music themed portraits by Warhol, but they also
have a texture and density that appeal to me. It's the texture in these works, the multi-level activity
where I could see the connection between Warhol and Beethoven. The vertical dimension in these
portraits is the critical link to classical music and the world of counterpoint and harmony that I
believe makes musical development possible. So in my new work, I have tried to capture some of
that ‘structured passion’ as a way of celebrating the exhibit and the artist.
As for the title, I have tried to give equal weight to both the artist and his composer subject while
at the same time implying something about my new work.”
─David Winkler
The world premiere of Warhol Appassionata was on November 23, 2011 in the Cromwell and Beland
Concerts in the West Building, National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
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