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“Yellow Ribbons No. 2 belongs to a series of works written as an homage to the former American
hostages in Iran. These compositions are a personal way of celebrating the artistic and political
freedom so often taken for granted in the West.
The composition is in four movements performed without pause. Each movement is scored for a
different combination of instruments. While the second and fourth movements employ the clarinet,
violin, and piano, the first movement is scored for violin and clarinet and the third movement is
for solo violin.
The melodic and harmonic material for the entire composition is derived from a series of expanding
and contracting intervals. Several rhythmic motives serve as unifying elements throughout the
entire work. The climax of the entire piece occurs towards the conclusion of the fourth movement
when each instrumental part is treated with the utmost degree of independence: three different
tempi are presented simultaneously as each instrumentalist plays the given melodic material at a
different speed. Yellow Ribbons No. 2 was completed in the spring of 1981.”
─Max Lifchitz
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