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Krzysztof Knittel

“I composed this piece to a commission from the Verdehr Trio and Michigan State University. It is
in three sections and lasts about nineteen minutes. It mainly uses the musical material dating from
2002, but I have also employed some of my ideas and musical phrases from the late 1970s which I
jotted down after my prolonged stay in the United States. The piece is dedicated to Elsa LudewigVerdehr, Walter Verdehr, and Silvia Roederer.
P.S.: If I tried to describe the piece, I would probably do it with the following remarks: the aesthetic
of the past, atonal structures clash with a thicket of consonances played ad libitum, based on simple
scales and quasi-tonal centers. The construction gradually develops (or is rather reduced) from
masses of sound which stem from wandering through the timbres of various scales and registers,
thickened and thinned out ‘clouds’ in the first section, through the virtuoso solo fragments of the
middle section, to a combination of several thickly built and contrasted sound spaces which round
off the piece. Well, an attempt to capture the musical construction in words always encounters
barriers which stem from the use of notions and signs from two entirely different areas of reality:
a verbal description and an asemantic sound construction. This inability to find one’s bearing in
describing music can unfortunately be likened to persistent Kafkaesque attempts to force the door
open, when there is no key to it…”
─Krzysztof Knittel
The world premiere of V2R was on September 26, 2003 in the Concert Hall, Frederic Chopin
Academy of Music, Warsaw, Poland.
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